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emissaries had had frequent interviews with the ISTawab of Kurnool,
whose reputation did not stand very high. He had also on several
occasions showed marked contempt and defiance of the British au-
thorities in his neighbourhood, and was known to have collected vast
quantities of warlike stores, vaunting that he would ere long show
his importance.
Under these circumstances he was called on for explanation, and on
his refusing to give it, a British force was assembled at Bellary,
which shortly moved towards Kurnool, attended by two Government
Commissioners. The Nawab was still obstinate, and refused to allow
Kurnool to be entered on any terms, till at last preparations were
made for an attack. He then quitted* the fort attended by a large
party of mercenary Kohillas. They were called upon to surrender, but
their only reply was a desperate charge upon our troops, who being
far superior in numbers cut them to pieces, though not without loss.
The N#wab was taken, sent as a State-prisoner to TricHnopoly, and
the country taken possession of by the British Government j no kind
of resistance being made by other parties. A few months afterwards
the Isfawab was assassinated by one of his own followers, as he was
coming out of the Mission chapel in the Fort of Trichinopoly. A
report was spread that he was meditating Christianity, but his visit
to the chapel was one of mere curiosity; and the cause of the mur-
der was revenge, on account of his ill-usage of some of the mur-
derer's family. The assassin was hanged, and the NawaVs corpse
conveyed to Kurnool for burial. Subsequent events tended to show
that there was no real intention on the part of the Nawab to place
himself in warlike opposition to the British Government. He was a man
of violent and ill-regulated passions, and had conceived a fancy for
making military display; a fancy which was encouraged by his
minister Kamdar Khan, who obtained for his own relatives very pro-
fitable contracts to' supply gunpowder, lead, and other stores. On
the British troops taking possession, of the fort, i&mense quantities
of gunpowder were found perfectly exposed, and had a shell been fired
as was intended, the whole place would probably have been blown
up. Most of the cannon were not powder proof, and many of the
shot were too large for the cannon. The Nawab's family and adhe-
rents and the townspeople were altogether at feud with their Ruler
as to his proceedings, and it is quito absurd to suppose that any
military operations were contemplated,